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British Empire. This is a situation which Italy's ambiguous position, as member of two reciprocally hostile groups of Powers, renders particularly acute. Kirk-Kilisse has tended to turn Italy more than ever towards the Powers of the Mediterranean; but it has not detached her from the Triple Alliance. At present she is so placed as to be able to play a preponderant role in the counsels of Europe. It is significant that when, on the death of Kiderlen Waechter, William II had to choose a secretary of state for foreign affairs, his choice fell on the German Ambassador in Rome. And it should now at last be clear why the settlement of the questions suddenly forced upon the attention of the members of the Triple Entente, by the turn taken by the Turco-Italian War and by the success of the Balkan League, is to be the supreme test of the solidity of that pact.
VI
Meanwhile, the three Powers must act together in the Far East. This is the second theatre of the concerted activity of the Triple Entente. Three special arrangements already fix the conditions in which that Entente is to work out its programme in that vast region. There is the Anglo-Russian Entente, there is the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, and there is the latest Russo-Japanese Agreement. These three pacts were formed, have been occasionally modified, and will continue to be respected, with the object of maintaining peace in Persia, China, and Far Eastern waters. Eight years after the battles of Manchuria, Russia and Japan, with a practical sense that should make a Bismarck turn in his grave/are coming to terms for the common economic domination of China, and it is within England's power to share this hegemony and eventually convert it into political predominance. France, the ally of Russia, and England, the ally of Japan, have their parts cut out for them : it is